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Editor s Column

A 2011 dags sheet called ‘The
Waorld's Women and Girls® released by
the Washington based Population
Feference Boreau, shows that in India,
4 7% of women between the ages of )
gnd 24 were married by the age of 15.
Wht is shocking is that India fares
worse than Sub Saharion Afnca, or all
of Africa put topether, when it comes
tor chibd marriage,

The' average for Africa a& a
continent is 34%, Mozt African
countries fare better than India,
incleding Ghana, Sedan and Nigena.
While Pakistan’s score works oul Lo
24%, even Afghanistan, with 43%,
docs a better job than India when it
comes o carhing child marmiage.

Indin's performance in preventing
early mamages for girls iz abysmal,
despite the legal marriageable age for
women being 18

Admittediy, the practice has more
o do with cultwral attitudes than

development, Girls are perceived as
liabiltics, who could end op in pre
marital relationships or as wnwed
maothers, besmirching the familvy
honour, Moreover, prevalence of dowry
factor which Torces
impoverished parents to get their girls
miarreed early, The ot 1= thal parénls
ineven progressivie states like CGujaral
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and Maharashtra marry off their
doughters at an eurly nge, without
paving heed o ihe healil consequences
of child marriage.

Thoush we have laws like Child
Marriage Restraint Act, which profibits
marrying pirls below the age of 18, it is
miore: honoured in breach (han in
observance. Uine has anly o read reports
of the larpe numbers of child mamages
that take place every year on the
occasion Akhya Teej.

However, there are ways o break
this cycle. There must be extremely
stringent implementation of laws
agamslt child marmage; wath
admimsteation, police and NGOS
working together 1o ensore this.
Marriage: registration must be
compulsory, Efforis must be made
alter attitudes within families and
commumnities by providing mcentives
ter keep girls moschool, a2 15 bemng done
in Bihar, Stady and vocational iraining
cptions should be tiilos-made for girl
children,. sp that they get an
appartunity to become economically
self-reliant without being o burden Lo
their parents. Protecting girls from
early marriages will also help reducs
maternal and mfant mortility while
enahling them to lead fulfilling lives.
It will also create & strong new
genecation with educated, grown-up
mothers, priontising literacy and health
for their own taughiers

From the legal cell

o  The NCW filed a review petition in case of Baldev Singh
to review the judgement given by the Supreme Court, wherein
rape convicts are freed after a compromise with vicims. The
Mationn] Commission for Women has also sought review of a
recent Supreme Court decision 1o reduce punishment of three
gangrupe convicts from 10 vears to theee-and a balf years of
Impriscmment

@ Finger Test of sexual assanlt victims : The forensic
experts and doctoms in India proctice the ondignified and
barbaric method of ‘finger-lest’ (0 edamine the rape victims.
The procedure s dégrading and medically and scientifically

irelevant, The NCW his wrten to the Unson Law Manister
and Health Minister requesting them fo fook imo the matiar
for putting an end to the practice.

In response, the NCW received a letter from the Ministry
of Health & Family Welfire stating that the matter has been
exomined and the format for “Medical Exaomination Report
for Sexual Assaull™ has been revised 16 consultation with
experts with the Ministry to facilitate medical examination of
the victims of sexual assault and at the same time taking care
of the dignity of the victims, The same has been circulated to
the Central Government hospitals in Delhi for use henceforth,
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Bangladesh delegation visits NCW

A delegstion from Bangladesh
alomg wath NHRC officers visited the
Commuission to-ascenain the working
of the MNattonul Commission for
Women. The delepation discossed
bilnternal fssues relaed w women and
enguired. sboul the desal procedures
adopted to deal with complaints
recerved by NOW, They nlso enguired
about the funding of NCW and
enquired whether the government was
agrecable to release the quuntum of
funds asked for by NCW.

The visiting delegation with Ms. Yazmeen Abvar {centre ) and

Member Secrerary Ms. Zohva Chatterji

Constitution ﬂrfil mlmﬂ fnriﬁenﬁl’ﬁng new trades

The Women's Vocutional Training Programmes in
RGE&T, Ministry of Labour and Employment has
institutionat network of - 1 institutes (Y TRV TI=), which
prowvide vocational training facilities in various vocutional!
skills, exclusively for women/girls. To meet the challenges
of fast changing global scenario amd 10 move away from
generic trades. wneed has been felt to revamp the courses
being conducted ot NYTIRY Tl and o introduce some new
tradesicourses, In order 10 identify new trades to be
introduced st NVTIEVTI: for women, a commitiees
comprising officials of various ministries, departments and

pinisations has been constituted,

Currently, under the Central Sector, o Mational
Vocaticnal Training Institute (NVTT) for wiomen st Noida
and Ten Regional Vocational Training Institutes ( RVTTs) for
women have been set up scross the country. As on October

2000, they had an annual seating capacity of 3,932 for regular

coarrses and ahout 4500 trainees have been trained in shor
term courses during the financial year 2010-11, These
insfitutes organize skill training programmes in courses such
A% | Secretarial Practice; Electronic Mechanic; Tnstmiment
Mechanic; Architectural Assistantship; Comipater Operator
and Programming Assistant. Dress Making; Hair & Skin
Care; Desk Top Publishing; Computer Aided Embroidery
& Needle Craft; Catering & Hospitality Assistant. Interior
Decoration & Designing; Fashion Technodogy: Stenography;
Tour & Travel Assistant,

A niew scheme i= beinge formlited for establishment of
12 new Regionil Vocational Training Institutes, 1500 1T1s
& 50,000 Skill Development Centres under Public-Private-
Partnership mode. These institutes would cater exclusively
to women cindidates.

Profile in Courage

A resident of a village in Bhilwara district, 252
km south-west of Jaipur, Sapna was determined not
1o gel marmied at 15, So, she wrote to the district
collector and mentioned that her mother had died 10
years ago and her father. Mahaveer Meena, was
forcing her and her younger brother and sisters to get
married st a tender age. Sapna is studying in Class 9
i a local government school and wants 1o be a wacher.

Alfter her letter, the administration took guick steps

to prevent her marriage. Bhilwara deputy collector
said that Sapna’s spirit to fight social costoms amd
her courage and awareness had set an example for all
the village girls,

Acknowledging her bravery and boldness, the
social justice and empowerment department of the
Rajasthan. government has decided to give her a
gallantry award and a local NGO will award a cash
prize of T 2,100

| E¥]
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The National Commission for
Women recommended a Ceéntral
Bureaw of Investoution probe into the
alleged palice ntrocities: against
women of Uttar Pradesh®s Bhatta-
Parsaul village after a fact-finding team
visiled the affected village

Speakimeg o the media, NCW
acting Chatrperson Ms. Yasmeen

Abrar slemmed the Ustar Pradesh

information report (FIR) on comiainis
of Victims and mof posting women police
in the eren. She sabd that women in the
village have been molested and sexually
mssalied and their houses rapsacked,
she further smd that NCw woulid
comsiituie a | 1-member team headed by
her, comprising retired judzes and civil
sovlely activils ocurry oul further probe

and collect evidence.

povernment- for not registenmg firse

Consultation on Amendments to Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961

Acconsultatiion on Amemdments o Dowry Prohihition
Act, 191 was held on 2nd May, 2011 in the Conference
FEoom of NCW as per the request of MWCD. The
consultabon was attended by police officials, officials of
Women & Child Deparmment of States and representatives
of concemed Ministries and organizations. The pamicipants
deliberated upon the Draft Dowry Prohibition { Amendment }
Bill, 20010 prepared by the Mimistry of Law and Justice. The
meeting started with a preséntation given by Lawyers
Collective on the draft amendment bill. There wis also o
detaried discussion on Sec: 4980 A) [PC, with sugpesiions
1o make the penalty maore stringent.

In gencral, there was agreement regarding the

Foal Lowimg i

{a) Deletion of the term “in connection with marnage”.

(b} The giver of dowry should not be penalized.

(¢} Foreffective implementation of lawy, there was general
agreement o harmonize the Dowry Prohibition Act with
the PWDY Act. The Protection Officer can ilso be the
Dawery Prohibition Officer provided the odficer s u full
time appointee. Sufficient infrastructure and support
staff should be made dvalable, The system of focating
Protection Officers in the Women Cell s working very
successfully in Huryana in handling swoh cases and
should be replicated wcross the couniry,

(d) Seven year limit in $.304 (B) IPC should be deleted.
In addition, the following sopgestions were slso made;

1. Mantenance of the list of gifts is not acall practical and
such amendment is not required inthe Act. 1tatall, such

a provision is kept, then maintenance of the list of gifts
should be the responsibality of both the parties and
should not require awthentication by the Dowry
Prohibition (ificers a8 proposed in the smendment Bill.

2. Begmstraton of marriages shoukd be made compulsary

by a central legislation,

Female infant mortality linked to

violence against mothers

A sty led by resesrchers at the Harvied Schoo] of
Public Health suys:mortality is premter amone mbants whose
mothers expericnced “intmate partner violence™. Deaths
of 1.8 million fernale infants and childeen in India over the
past 2 years are ralited (o domesic violence nzamst their
mathers. Tn their examination of gver 158,000 brths
occurring between December 1985 and August 2005, the
researchers Tound that husbands' wiolence againzi wives
increased the risk of death among female children, but not
ke children, in hath the first vear and the first five years
of life.

The authars attnbiute this disparity o lower investmeni
in gl children i muintion, smmunisaton and heslth care
which are major causes of infunt and child death. This
peglect of girl infanes oo childrenis likely iobe pronounced
i Eomithes an which the status of women 15 the lowest, thal
is, in those families in which women ore physically abased
by thizgie husbands, A1 present, 2.1 million children die in
Inddia every vear, und the nation 15 a0k on oreck o meed the
United Mations Milleamum Development Goal of o two-
thirds reduction i child moralivy from 9 evels by 2013,
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Ms. Yasmeen Abrar visits Arunima

Ms, Yasmeen Abrar visited the injured sportsperson
Arunima Sinha at AIIMS, who had been allegedly pushed
oul of a moving train by some robbers in Bareilly,
resulting m dismemberment of her leg.

Mz Yazmeen Abrar talking o Arerimag

Ms. Abrar said that Arunima should be properly
compensated and rehabilated so that she can lead her life
with dignity. She also said that Arunima has stuck to her
statement of the incident given earlier and the
investigation by the NCW did not find anything to
indicate that she was not telling the tuth.

T0% sex workers opt for prostitution

First pan-India survey of sex workers’, conducted by
two Pupe University academicians says that nearly 70% of
temale sex workers in the country have joined the profession
voluntanly, and were not forced or sold. Also, prostitution
{5 just one imong séveril labour options available to women
from poor backgrounds - a majority of them join the trade
at & much older age compared to other mformal labour
markets such as domeste work or hawking,

The survey was conducted on sample of 3,000 female
sex workers and more thin 2,000 male and transgender ones
from 14 states and one union territory.

According o the results. 65% of sex workers come from
poor families and 60% from rural areas. A magority of them
join the sex trade after having worked in other labour
markets, while a smaller number join prostitution directly.

ferr Trrthier informerion visid owr wehyihe ol ;
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Important Decisions

® 5C : Don't just go by foreign court order in
custody case

In an important ruling, the Supreme Court has
held that Indian courts have junisdiction to deal with
custody disputes over minor children even if a foreign
court has passed an order in favour of either of
parents,

The ruling assumes significance in the wake of
growing number of litigations involving NRI couples
over child custody and matrimonial disputes
® Honour killing barbaric, punish with death:

SC

The Supreme Court said that honour Killings come
within the category of rarest of rare cases. They were
harbaric, fendal and a slur on the country and the
perpetrators deserve death penalty as punishment.

“This is necessary as a deterent for such
outrageous, uncivilised behaviour. All persons who
are planning to perpetrate “honour” killings should
know that the gallows await them”, the bench said,
dismnissing the appeal of a Delhi man, who had Killed
his marricd daughter for being in an incestuous
relationship with her uncle.

Noting that ‘honour’ killings had become
common place in many parts of the country,
particularly, in Haryana, Western Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan, it said, "Often, young couples, who fall in
love have to seek shelter in the police lines or
protection homes to avoid the wrath of Kangaroo
cours”.
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