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Editor’s Column

Kotkats, which al one time, was
hailed as a safe city for women, has
seen another horrific rape ending in
death, A 16-vear old girl was gang
raped twice, first on October 235 in
Madhyamgram and again on the
very next day as she was on her way
back from the police station. The
girl was threatened for weeks to
withdraw the police complaint.
After the family shifted house to
escape the accused, she was
murdered recently by the goons,
who raided her house and set her
on fire.

The National Commission for
Women took suD-moto cognizance
of the Madhyvamgram incident,
asking the Chief Minister of West
Bengal to explain her govemment's
response in a week's time.

Admittedly, there has been a
spurl in crimes against women in
West Bengal in recent times with the
latest one matching in brutality with
one in Delhi and the other at
Kamduni at Barasat in West Bengal,
a few months ago, which also kicked
up immense public outrage.

Kolkata's
32 Shame

FOCUS

According (o the National Crime
Records Bureau, West Bengal has
the dubions distinction of having the
highest incidents of crimes against
women for two consecutive years. In
2011, the State had recorded 29,132
incidents, which shot up to 30,542
in 2012 It is not that thére was no
crime against women in the past, but
during the last two to three years
there has been a spurt in vielence,
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especially, when it comes to
women, compounded by
insensitivity and apathy of the
police.

To be fair, it wasn't that the
previous government of West
Bengal was a shining example of
women's safety but that does not
absolve the present government of
its failure in instilling the fear of law
among the criminals and ensuring
police accountability. The police
have become o0 wary to initiate
action against any leaders or
supperters aligned to the ruling
party, lest they face transfer or
SUSPENSION.

It is time now for the West
Bengal povernment to take
remedial steps to contain alarming
rise in crimes aganst women and
girls and for the police w shrug off
their complacency aboul women's
safety and freedom.

Suo-moto Cognizance

The National Commission for Women after taking suo-moto cognizance of the media reports on the incidents of
trafficking of women in the states of Bihar, Tharkhand and West Bengal for forced labour constituted an enquiry
committee to look into the allegations. The Committee has submitted its recommendations vide report titled “Trafficking
for Women for Forced Labour; Need for Safe Migration and Regulation of Domestic Work™ to the concerned

Departments and Ministries.
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Seminar on Women's Safety

The Matnonal Commission for Women organized a
nutional seminar on “Safe Public Spaces for Women and
Lairls”, 1o pay iribote to the 16th Becember sani rupe victim
in New Delhi.

Speaking on the oocasion, the Chief Guest, Dr, Ginja
Vyas, Union Minister for Housing and Urban Developiment

L, Crirtie Voor addressing tne pathermy. (Below] M.
Mondg Stugrma in cowversabion wislh S Sheila Do

said that though the country has made strct laws b punish
the perpetrators. incidents of assanlt snd harassment are still
rumpant at public places, No wonmin or girl Teels safe; In
order 1o tackle this problem. she said, 1t was necessary 1o
generile public awareness, ensure proper execution of law,

constructive role - of the media, achive partcipaton of the
civil society and gender budeeting.

Former Chiel Minister of Delhr, Smit, Sheila Dixit, the
Cruest-of Honour said that it was the society which should
take care of the freedom-and dignity of women, She sad
that women did not need more liows for their safety bt o
sense of delerrence needed (o be mtilled in the society.

In her inavgural sddress; NCW Chairperson Maumio
Sharma said that there was o dire need for 8 chunge in the
mundset of the people owards wamen and gils, There 1=
lack ol implementation of women-related Ties and thos, the
podice personnel and the coominal justice-syatem
functionares should be sensitized o women's issnes,

All members of the Commissitn wese present 1o the
fumction iy pay rnbuke 1o the bave-heiin, The other speakers
mehoded representatives from virious Siate Conmmissions,
Women and - Child Deparimaents, Universitles and WG0s,

A poster Tor srpamsing o nabionel essay competition on
the subjects” ' Ensunng: Sufety and Securtty o Women in
Public: Space’ or "Patriarchil Society @ Changrng the

Mindzet” wis anveiled by M=, Mamita S hdmis.:

Chalrperioi and Smt. Yhedls Dl displaviag the poser as
Memhers of NOW Jeoek on

Making a Difference

A 27-year old Dalit woman has agreed to return to her hushand’s home ot a village in Dewas Distnict in MP after he
promised before & court to get 4 proper toilet constructed at his place. Savitu lefi her husband's home with her two
children, three years ago and went to live with her parents as she felt ashamed at being forced to go oul for nature"s
call m the open. Later, she filed a case in a local court asking for monthly maintenance from her husband. She told the
court that she would not go back to her hushand’s home unless & proper toilet was built theré. The husband assured
the court that he would ensure a proper toilet at his home before January 10, which is the next dute of hearing in the
case. The woman has agreed to retum home after he builds a proper toilet,

Enquiries undertaken by NCW

Member Hemlata Kheria with social activist Manasi Pradhan conducted an énguiry into @ newspaper report titled
*Teacher sét on fire, blames officials in Odisha™, wherein, reportedly an unidentified assailunt threw kerosene on g
school teacher in Tikin primary school in Rayagada district, Odisha, while she was taking rest in the school hostel, A

detailed report was submitted on 17.12.2013.
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Child Marriage

A discussion on “Amendment i Child Marriage Laws in India™ was held o the Conference Hall of the NOW, MNew
Delhi. The objective of the consulintion wis to provide o platform to discuss {ssues relating to laws dealing with child
marriages in lndia with concemed ministries and stakeholders and come up with recomimerdations (o address issues us (o
whether child marmriages 1o be declared void ab initio or w remain voidable ar the option of the contracting party to such
marriages as per the Prohibition of Child Marnages Act of 2006 (PCMA}

In her welcome address, NCW Member Ms. Laldinghani Sailo, referred to the wnit petition filed by NCW and DOW
in the Supreme Court of India to give directions to the government on umiformity about minimum age of mamage as
different lows give contradictory age of marringe and their validity, She said that the disoussion was on whether marriages
solemmized below the age of 18 years to be declared void or remain voidable ai the option of the contracting party as per
the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act,

Spesking on the occasion, Dr. Charu WaliKhanna said that child marriage violates o girl’s fandamentsl nghts o lite,
health, non-discrimmation, equality, education, work, economic astonomy, ete, and expnsed young girls to maternal
maortality, morbidity, sexual violence and trafficking. She said that existing provisions under section 3 of the Act meking
child marmnges “voidable™ at the option of the contracting party was ilusionary. She felt sach marringes must be recognized
as ‘void'

After detailed discussions by the participants, a consensus wis reached on the Tollowing pomts: (1) Child mumages
to be declared vioid below the age of 18 years but there is a need to fix a cul off date: (2) A cut off date, preferably 2020,
ta be fixed to declare chuld marmiages void, (3) Registmtion of mumage should be compulsory — the certificate needs to
have comprehensive details about age. (4) There should be amendment of fumily laws. especially, Marringe Acts aboot

uniformity of age of a valid marmage:

Members' Visits

< Member Mumala Somant Prabavalkar anended the annuoal
conlerence of the [ndian Mational Bar Association to celebrate
“the Mutional Law Doy™ on 26th and 37th November, 2001 3.
The Member spoke on “Women Empowerment and Liws”
and sild that all recently made laws were basically brought fo
give women equal opportunity and benefite. which they are
entitbed (o, @ The Member visited the Makls Wards of Indore
Prstract Twl, Ujjain Sub-gail, Tirepat Diserict jail and Central
Prison for Women at Vellore respectively and met female
inmales and assessed their hiving conditions, @ My,
Prabhuvalkor aftended the Mationel Conference of All India
Fedération of Lawyers al Thane in Momba along with Chel
Justice of India, Chiel Justive of Mumbzi High Court and
Justice Ranjana Diesal, in which she said that justice was
beyond the reach of the needy, poor and margingl women.
Howewer, throagh jadicial sctivism and panvark mahila lok
idaluss, many women are getting justice today, @ The Member
gttended n two-day National Conssliation on “Women's
Particapation 1o the Elecioral Process” at Bhubaneshwar
prgamized by the Election Commission of Indu. Liter, she
visited the fermuake ward it the district jail ot Bhubaneshwar.

+ Member Shamina Shafig was the Chief Guest at a funclion
orgunized by Shri Chandra Prakashpuri Kalvan Sewn Samiti
i Khﬂililhm 10 Satagr Db e ct e ah o ;ngag:d i MJP!“E HT jhum-r'nu Shafig giving an endowment Leciure a7 the Werld
ot ic kA onien DY ZERingiha s FPeuce Contre, MIT, Pune, ax Dr 585, Pathan, Vice President,

withont paying dowry with simple ritwls @ s, Shafig visited  1rrp pug Pror 100, Karad, Bresidens, UNESCO chaivholder
the Maharashira Institute of Technology, Pune and spoke on 100 s

|

Me Prabivavalbor et} addresoany the Bar Associaiion Conforence
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“Role of women and youth in the development of society through a culture of peace”, during the Fath annual Saint Dayaneshwara-
Tukaram Endowment Lecture Secies-2013. @ The Member attended a progrumme “Ek Shaam Allamia Fazl-e-Hag Khairabadi
ke naam” 4t Sitapur to promote communal harmony, The Governor, Dr. Aziz Qureshi graced the occasion. @ The Member
attended o legal wwareness programme entitled “Empowerment of widows and their coalition” organized by the Guld of Services
at Lucknow, ® Ms. Shafiq stiended o state level learning programme for the elected women representatives and spoke on
sender-based violence in Sitapur District. ® She also visited Bhartiya Manav Adhikar Association #t Sitapur on the National
Human Rights Duy as the Chief Guest, ® The Member wus part of o delegation that was formed to reinforce links between the
Mustims in the UK. and the Muslims in India, o discuss the experiences of Muslims in the British society and public life. The
event took place at the initiative of the British High Commission in New Delhi. The programme included meetings with various
ofganizations, community leaders, students, civil society members, women sctivisis and the medio.

%+ Dr. Chare WaliKhanna was the Chief Guest 0t 1 Round ¥ .
Table Discuszion on “Meed for Protective Legslation for ““mm
Domestic Workers™ at Hyderzbad, @ D, WaliEhanna chaired
# session on “Lesal perspective - Sexual harassment at i i 5
Workplace" organized by All India Women Conference. S 34 )

#® The Member as the Chicf Cuest spoke on “Representation ;

of Women in Indian Cinema and Beyond”, orpanized by Justice \. ‘ l\ l t\. }A ;l' \ i !
Sunanda Bhandore Foundation in New Delhi, ® Dr. Charu l Ly - w
WaliKhanna was Chief Guest on the live telecast on “Sexual ¢ Mohini Girl (2nd from lefi), Dr. Charu Walikhanna {2nd
Harassment &t Workplace”, organized by Doordarshan Kendra, froom right] @i the function o celebrate "Vijay Divas!
New Delhi, @ Dr. WaliKhanna was the Chief Guest at the Annual Day “UTSAV 201 3-themse 'Let Her Live™, orgumzed by
Indirapuram Public School, Ghaziahad. @ The Member attended i National Consultation on “Women and the Judicial Sysiem”,
organized by High Level Committes on Status of Women, in New Delhi, Speaking on the occasion, the Member pot forth her
suggestions to sensitize the judiclary on gender issnes so that gender-orented criminal jurisprodence is developed in Indin. @
Dr, WaliKhanna was the Special Guest at a function to celebrate “Vijay Diwas” organized by War Widows Association in New
Delhi. @ Dr. WaliKhanna was the Chief Guest al a programme on “Women's Safety : A Challenge, muinly focusing en Domestic
Violence against Women”, organised by Heal India at Nalanda. ® Dr. WaliKhanna visited Bodh Gaya to review safety of
women n the tounst city. She also visited the Mahila Thana. Later, she had audience with HH the 17th Karmupa Trinley Thaye
Darje, who said he would seek NCW's views while holding un Internulional Seminar o discuss gender 1ssues,

@ Member Hemlata Kherig was the Chief Guest al the
“Manavvadi Mela”, n ten-day yatra by 4 téam of young
humanists lead by social activist Vidya Bhushan Rawat in
Fatehpur Dastrict in UP. attended by about 1000 people,
comprising mainly women from manusal scavenging
community. Speaking on the occasion, Ms. Kheria said that
though untouchability and discrimmation based on casie has
heen shplished by the Constitution of Tndi, yet in practice,
they ure sill afive. She said it was sad to see thit Balmiki
women or (those engaged in manual scavenging face
untouchability not just from upper-castes but from the other
dalit communities as well. @ NCW Chairperson Ms. Mamta
Sharma and Ms. Hemlata Kheria attended & stage play
“Sitayana’ organised by Stage Coach Theatre Group directed by Ms. Simi Sahnan. The play depicted Sita’s story and highlighted
mabe mindsets, wha still dictate the destiny of women. @ Member Kheria with social activist Mansi Pradhan visited Banpur
Block in Khurda District, Tundraput and Gope area, Puri District *harijan Sahi’, to meet cyclone-affected women. # Ms. Kheria
also attended & National Seminar and art workshop on “Justice for Women™ m New Delhi.

4 NCW Member Laldingliani Suile was the Chief Guest at the regional level Elocution, Singing and Dance competitions
organized by ONGC officers’ Mahila Samiti at Noida.

e

My, Hemboin Kherig (eentee) ar Monavvedi Mela
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