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Editor’s Column

Though long overdue, the Union
government's: decision tooamend the
country s antiquated criminal laws relating
for crimes against women is a8 welcome
step in the wake of alarming rise of
offences committed against women.

For the first time, for the victims of
iobestation, rape, and acid attacks, fresh
lwws wie being enacted under (Crimimal
Law Amendment Bill 2002, Agun for the
first timse, the issue of sex-related crimes
aned the rranmi of the victims have been
dealt with sensitivity, The Bill will take
care of the changing namre of crimes by
replacing the word “rape™ with “sexual
uasanlt” imviting life imprisonment. The
extended definition of rape would cover
different kinds of sexual assault ather than
only rape. The most significant aspect of
the amendments ane strict provisions mode
fior seoual nssault in police custody, shelter
homes, remund homes and hospitals,
places notorious for sexuil abuse.

For victms of acd atacks, te NCW
has proposed specific provisions. The IPC
is likely to be amended to make acid
throwing u separate pumishehie offence.
A new sectim 15 proposed (o cover mjury.
hurt, burns and disfigurement of any body
parts of a person by acid and will be
punmishable with at least 10 years of
imprisonment, and a fine of Rs 10 lakh,

Two other amendments regarding
the marriage law will be brought about.
IT passed. the cowrts will have powers o
decide how property acquired during
muringe can be shared between a couple,

NCW Chairperzon Mo Sharma made a couwrresy call on e Pregident of Tndia,
Shri Pronat Mukheriee. The two discuszed abour the om going activities of ihe
Cenmmrission and offer woyrjen-relaied ixsmes.

FOCUS Progressive Laws

for Women

in ¢ase of separation, and (o waive the
six-minnth coaling off period before divorce
can be granted, in case the decision has
mutual consent. These path-breaking
arnendments will help women to get out of
abusive relationships hitherto extremely
difticult without financial independence, If
the Mumiage Laws Amendment Bill, 211,
15 passed then women und children will
get 50% of the property.

The paher reeomimended amendment
is with regard to dowry and dowry deaths
where by the definition of dowry has been
broadensd to include “property or valuables
as given for uninterrupted or peaceful
sustenance of mamriage™. The National
Commission for Women is seeking life ierm

ar death for those convicted in dowry
death cases as-well-as setting up of fosi-
track courts for quick disposal of cases.
The NCW, baud held a number of regional
contsultations on Dowry Prohibition Act
{ollowed by a national consultation and
b griven s recommendations w the WCD
Ministry.

However, mere passing of laws
CEnnod Bmpower woamen unléss they are
able to access the legnl system so that
they can get the bhenefits of the
amendments. Besides. legislative
nterventions and upscaling of punishment
abone will not act as deterrents. It ks equally
important to implement existing s and
mereise the convietion tate, That alone
would really deter the offenders, who
commil erimes aganst women with

ITIEIILY.,
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The Mational Commission for
Wormnen and Women Power Connect

jointly organized a national
consultation on “Strategizing
Advocacy for Effective

Implementation of Women-Friendly
Lavws”, in Mew Dethi, The meeting
brought together more than 130
representatives from government
agencies, legal bodies, academics and
MGOs from all parts of the country.

The mesnng highlighted the
strengths and weaknesses of women-
oriented laws such as Protection of
Women Against Domestic Vielenoe
Act, Preconception and Prenatal
BHapnostics Technigues Act and
Prohibition of Child Mamiage Act,
20006,

Speaking on the occasion, NCW

Chairperson Ms. Mamta Sharma  issues #t the primary level” she suid.

deliberated on the increasing mumber
of female foeticide cases. “Women
lacking sccess to legal facilities such
us to filing police complaint and
judicial processes, in spite of a number
of wormen cells, is alarming. We need
top cdducate our children about such

Dr, Runjuna Kumari, President
Women Power Connect, highlighted
the need to amend various laws, The
suggested plan of action included
creating awareness about these Acts

among community members by civil
society groups and forging parinership

M. Mamta Sharma Incugurarting the seminar by lghiing the lamp. Ms, Nimala
Samant Prabhavalkar, M5 Ranjona Kumari, Ms, Shanno Shafig {right) ook o

between the Central Government,
MCW, the State Commuisstons and the
civil seciery

Dther 1ssues descussed included
human trafficking, forced marriages,
sexual harassment at workplace, and
misuse of Section 498A of the Indian
Penal Code.

NCW enquires into Udaipur incident

Taking suo motu cognizance of the case, where a woman, who allegedly
ran away with a man, was disrobed and beaten up by the villagers at Kolar in
Udaipur after being tied to a tree, the Nanonal Commission for Women has
recommended thit the sccused be tried in a fast-track court in a time-bound
manner, and speedy justice should be rendered 1o the victim.

An NCW team comprising Chairperson Mamta Sharma and Member
Adv. Nirmala Samant Prabhavalkar visited and interacted with the victim, a
day after the incident. They also met the concerned State officials regarding
the case.

Stating that the victim will also need extensive counselling to help her
recover from the trauma of the assault, the Chairperson said that counselling
from psychologists should be given to the victim o help her 1o cope with the
shock and stress-related o the incident and she should be also mentally,
emotionally and financially rehabilitaced.

The Commission sugeested stringent legal action against the culpnits
imvolved in such heinous crimes.

Chairperson addressing the media ar
Uldeiprer. Member Nirmala Samant
Frablhavaikar is on her right
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Programme attended by Chairperson

NCW Chairperson Ms, Mamta Sharma
attended a seminar on ‘Female Foeticide and
The Human Rights
Perspective” organized by Nehru Studies Centre,
University of Rajasthan, at Japur,

Gender Violence

Addressing o gathering of social activists,
college students and teachers, she said that if
discrimination towards the girl child continues,
very soon around two crore yvouths will not find
brides to get marned.

[ .lre.'rr,rjrvr-iml addressing the gamiering

Ms. Sharmia said it is unfortunate that despite
being educated, parents in urban areas indulge in
female foeticide and gender violence. She said
there was a need to spread awareness against
female foeticide and change people’s mindset.

The other speakers peinted out reasons of
gender discrimination and related myths
associlated with girl child. They touched on
various issues related to gender discrimination
from human rights perspective, too.

Important Decisions
® Injury marks not necessary to prove rape

The Supreme Court has held that rapists cannot
defend themselves by ciling absence of injuries
or marks of violence on the victims. A-two-judge
bench explained that absence of such evidence
“may not be decisive, particularly in a situation,
where the victim did not offer any resistance on
account of threat or fear meted oul 1o her. In the
absence of corroboration, testimony of the victim
cannot be ignored unless the mconsistencics or
contradictions are sufficiently serious to warrant
such a course of action,” the apex court raled.
® Child marriage act will override personal

laws, says Delhi HC

Child marriage 15 banned, religion of the
“contracting party” notwithstanding, ruled the
Dethi High Court. “Prohibition of Child Marriage
Act (PCMA) being a special Act, it will override
provisions of the Hindu Marriage Act (HMA) or
for that matter any personal law, in case there is
any conflict”, a three-judge bench headed by acting
Chief Justice A.K. Sikri said in a judgement on
child marriage.

The verdict will have a bearing on Muslim
marriages as Muslim personal law allows boys
and girls to marry at the age of 13, when they are
supposed to have attained puberty.

Under PCMA, marriageable age for girls and
boys is 18 and 21, respectively.
@ E-mail alert stops minor’s marriage

An E-mail alert to District Collector Hanish
Chandra helped stop the marriage of a 16-year-
old girl at Kanchipuram, Officials warned the
families of the bride and the bridegroom against
conducting the marriage. The families - when they
tried convicing the officials that such marriages
were commeon in their community - were told
they would be penalised if they went ahead with

the mamage.
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Members™ Visits

® Dr Choro WaliEhanna was the Chief Guest ot 35th
OO Lectures on “Vigihinee - Administrbon’ Ant-cormuption
and Hirissment of Women of Working place™ a1 GSITI,
Hwderabid, The programme was orginsed by Geological
Survey of India (GST) The Member addressed o gathering
of over 240 newly inducted recruits o (G51), [ sensitise
them on gender issues: and appropriate bebavious,

F&

D Chary WaliKranna (eemre ) with Zere Tolerance Poiter
cilenes will senior officers of (ST

Luter, she released the Zero Tolerance Poster amd the
puideline books: developed by WCW in the presence of Sn
8.C. Ruth, Dy. DG GSITI, Hyderabad; Dr. A.S. Senthi
Vidivel, BoA0: & Vigilance (Mficer. GSITL

Dr. WaliKhunno was the Chief Guest at the legal
awareness workshop, orgenized by the Marci Welfare
Sovciety at Ghanabad, Dr. WaliKhanna refeased a goide on
"Protection of Women and Police”, complimenting the NGO
for belping women and making them aware of their legal
richls. The Member said that women must nof tolerate
domestic sbuse, dowry hurassment, female foeticide, et
bul raise there voice ‘when subjected to violence: The law
provides protection to women bt they must be empowered
enoigh (6 access justice through legal swareness, she added.

Dr. Walikhanna was ulse the Chiel Guest st a seminar
on “Rights of Women and the Role of the Mational
Commission for Women”, orgenized by Citizen's Rights
Trust ac Hyderabad. She spokeon-Article 14 and 15 which
suys men and women are eqial before the law, and on equal
wage for egqual work, dowry prolubition act, rape, sexoal
harassment, ek,

® Member Shaming Shafig was o special guest in
Intelligence Award Ceremony and Carcer Counselling Meer
organized by Royal Educational and Care Institute w
Gulaothi, Distoct Bolindshshar snd distriboted prizes (o the
menioreus bovs and girls of Golaothi. She appreciivted the
counselling initiatives taken by the Institate 1o guide the
stckenes (o choose the ciehtl career. The Member waiis -aiso
the Chief Guest at 1 free book distribution function af Meerut
She distnboted freebies to the girl students and exhorred
them to achieve their abjectives throngh constunt and
strenuowy hard work.

Member Shominag Shafly addressing the poathering

M. Shafig attended the Islamic Sommt 2002 orpameed
by ‘Marknzi Majlis ¢ Quadeiin-at Hydemabad Tor the welfane
wnd opliftment of the minosites at all levels, Later, shi me
the Chief Minister of Andhrn Pradesh and discussed the
sitwation of women in Andhrs Pradesh, She-also mei the
Governor of Andhra Pradesh to discuss education of the
girls m Andhra Pradesh, Afterwasds, she had a meeting with
the office bearers of the: Confederation of YVeluntary
Crpanizations, dedicated to implement social harmony, peace
amd Jusnice.

Member Shafiq had an interaction with the Vice-
Chancellor of Lucknow University at the college campus to
discuss wavs and means o avoid crimes apainst women
and the possibdity of imvolving girl stodents in spreading
awareness of women’s rights among the misses,
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